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Topic:  Reasonable Efforts for Adoption


Ideas: What constitutes “reasonable efforts” for adoption under the Adoption and Safe Families Act?� FORMTEXT ��


Discussion: Mike, soon to be 14 has lived in more psychiatric hospitals than many social workers have visited.  When not in a psychiatric hospital, he has been in a residential treatment center.  And to add to his challenges, his mother died, estranged from her family without ever identifying his father.  Two very thorough “adoption assessments” categorized the trauma he has suffered, the labels he has worn and the challenges he faces.  Their conclusion: “unadoptable”  


There is a foster mother who has never been a “viable” placement resource for him because of his string of labels, his unpredictable explosions and his poor prognosis.  Still she has found him in every psychiatric hospital and visited at every treatment center, and sought him out in every program where he’s been placed.  She has taken him on visits and for holidays whenever the professionals would permit.  She and her partner have done all this despite not being invited to a treatment-planning meeting and most often being discounted.


Mental health professionals agree that Mike’s need for treatment may well be life long.  However, neither the psychiatrists nor the other therapist will predict how many more years he will need the intensive treatment of hospitals and residential programs. Under his current status as a foster child, however, the state will provide those services and more, as Mike needs them.  


His former foster mother would legally adopt him while he’s in the hospital or in a treatment center if she can be assured in writing that he will receive that same level of treatment and support that Mike will receive if she doesn’t make the legal commitment.  Would it take more than a “reasonable effort” on the part of the state to make that guarantee?
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